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boasting; and (3) dementia, marked by complete breakdown. In Hindu
society the excessive or prolonged use of hemp drugs i? frequently found
among the criminal population. It obviously predisposes some of its vie-
tims to crimes of violence: "unpremeditated murder, running amok,
grievous hurt, rape, etc." (Dhunjibhoy, 1930.)
Among the North American Indian tribes the use of peyote, com-
monly but incorrectly called "mescal," produces symptoms which we
would label pathological. It overstimulates the heart, produces muscular
lassitude, and appears to enhance the intellectual faculties, giving rise espe-
cially to visual images of a kaleidoscopic nature. In some persons it pro-
duces an intense depression, in others a quiet but impressive sense of
exaltation. (See Buchanan, 1929; Fernberger, 1932.) In some instances the
use of peyote has been culturalized. Among some of our American Plains
tribes a whole religious cult was developed around the use of this drug,
which became a device for securing intense religious experiences. Thus,
behavior which might well be defined by ourselves as abnormal becomes
with the proper cultural support a normal means of securing a form of
experience that has significance not only for the individual but for his
group as well, (See Radin, 1914; and Bartlett, 1923.)
Culture norms and abnormality. It is apparent from the illustrations
above that what we consider mental disorders appear in many other so-
cieties within the accepted and even expected framework of culture. The
cataleptic seizure of the Zulu or of the Shasta Indian of California, con-
sidered so important as a preparation for supernatural gifts in those so-
cieties, is with us defined as distinctly pathological. In our society the
homosexual is at best regarded as queer if not definitely neurotic, which
would not be the definition put upon his behavior in some other societies.
The megalomania of the Kwakiutl chieftain seems to us "insane." Yet
the unbridled egotism of many military and political dictators in Western
history gives evidence that we not only tolerate but even foster attitudes
and behavior which in other societies would be labeled insane. So, too,
the overemphasis upon extroverted attitudes and conduct in present-day
Euro-American culture might seem pathological to people outside its in-
fluence. The obviously fantastic mentality of the Mohave Indian, whose
dreams become significant for the religious life of his group, and the
introverted mental life of mystics in both Euro-American and other so-
cieties indicate other instances of acceptability of what modern psychiatry
designates as abnormal.
It should be clear, therefore, that the normal is but a variant of the
concept of the good and the proper. It rests upon what a given society
expects and approves. And so, too, variability in mentality and conduct
itself depends for its significance upon the accepted limits of divergent